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We supervise theses (in German and English) of Bachelor and Master students who are
interested in topics of urban change, planning, and governance as wellas mobility,
infrastructures, and housing.

The geographical focus is open. However, we are particularly happy to supervise work
that deals with places in and/or issues from the global south.

Our interdisciplinary orientation enables and promotes the application of different
methods. Most theses at IPS combine theoretical and empirical material. However,
purely literature-based theses are also possible if new knowledge emergesfromthem.
Empirical material can also be obtained from secondary data and digital/virtual
interviews and does not necessarily require field research at home or abroad.

Funding opportunitiesfor research stays

Unfortunately, we are not able to financially support student research stays. However,
in order to enable students to conduct field research abroad as part of their theses,
there are several external funding opportunities. Examples of a scholarship programme
and database are:

e Martin Schmeif3er Foundation’
e DAAD Scholarship Database?

We are happy to support students in the application process and provide guidance. We
also advise you to contact the scholarship advisory service of the TU Dortmund
University® at an early stage to discuss further funding options.

In the following, our staff members present their own research foci and give concrete
suggestions fortheses.
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Dr. Raffael Beier raffacl.beier@tu-dortmund.de

| supervisethesesin Englishand Germanthatare based on the topics of myown research,
especiallyin relation toissuesof housing, urbaninequalities, displacement,and resettlement as
well as urban segregation, stigmatization,and image construction. Although myown researchis
largelyrelated tocitiesin the globalsouth, | amopen to exciting topicsin Europeancities -
especiallyif perspectivesand theories fromthe global south are usedfor thispurpose.lam
happytoadvice on theidentification of topics.

Research topic 1: Large-scale housing programs and resettlements

Large-scale housing programs have regained importance since the turn of the millenniumto
fightinformalhousing, andtheyare often the drivingforce behind relocations andthe founding
of new cities. | am particularlyinterestedin perspectives of people who move (or are moved) into,
livein, or move out of state-subsidized housing. Questions might be:

e Towhatextentdohousing programs contribute toimproving the housingconditions of
marginalized groups?

e Howdoresidentsadapttostandardized and peripheral housing?

e Wheredoresidentsmove on towhen theyleave subsidized housing?

Research topic 2: Urban inequalities, migration,and displacement

Itis becomingincreasinglydifficult for marginalized population groups to settle permanentlyin
one place. Reasons for this are the disproportionately high increase in housing costscompared
to wages, urban redevelopment measuresthat lead to gentrification and displacement, and
informal, temporaryand flexible employment relationships. In the case of migrants, racist
discrimination mayalso playacrucial role. However, the consequences in relation tothe
residential location choicesof those affected have not yet been adequately researched. In
particular,the following questionsneed to be addressed:

« Wheredodisplacedresidents movetoand whyand how dotheyexperience displacement?

« Howdo migrants find affordable and tenure securehousing?Which strategies do they
employ?

» Howcandisplacement be effectively prevented?

Research topic 3: Stigmatization, image,and segregation

The stigmatization of socio-spatially highly segregated neighborhoodsand its consequencesis a
well-known phenomenon, whichneedsto be researched more intensively, especially fromthe
perspective of residents andin the global south. The following questionscould be addressed:

e Howdoes stigmatization affect housinglocation choices?

o How are stigmatizingstereotypes reproduced on an everyday level and how do social media
playa roleinthis?

e Towhatextentdo postcolonial hierarchiescontribute to stigmatization?
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Simon Bohlen, M.Sc. bohlen.simon@tu-dortmund.de

| am pleased to offer supervisionforthesesin bothGermanand English,whether theyalignwith
my research interests or explore topics beyondthem. My primary researchfocus revolvesaround
the nexus between heterogeneous water infrastructures, socio-political processes and power
asymmetries..lamhappytoassistyouin developinga potential research question.

Research topic 1: Segregation and State-led Gentrification

Socially mixed neighborhoodsrepresentasignificantand widely pursued planning and policy
objectivein numerousWestern Europeanand North American countries. Nonetheless, are there
inherent negative consequences associatedwiththis ideal? The pursuit of social mixing within
the existing housing stockoften intertwineswiththe displacement of the primaryresidents
intended forintegration. More researchis needed on the effectsand extent of state-led
gentrification.

o Whatroledoes the state playin gentrification management?
e Issocialmixingan appropriateidealto mitigate social disadvantage?
o Whatistherelationshipbetween buildingupgradesand displacement?

Research topic 2: Heterogeneous infrastructures

Inthe global South, butnotexclusivelythere, urban infrastructures are characterized by
heterogeneityand the presence of overlapping systems, andthusdonotconformtothe
hegemonic concept of universal and homogeneousinfrastructures. Infrastructures,beyond the
network, were often viewed through a lens of deficiency or the need forimprovement. However,
contemporaryresearch takesadifferent perspective,contending thatitis precisely this
diversitywithininfrastructures thatcreates spaces of possibilityandresilience. Analyzing urban
infrastructuresreveals power dynamicsand urbaninequality. This prompts questions such as:

¢ Whatspecificmechanisms andinteractionsenable heterogeneousurbaninfrastructuresto
function?

¢ What political,economic, andsocialfactors influencethe recognition and regulation of
heterogeneousinfrastructures?

o Towhatextentdoes political powerresult fromthe provisionof infrastructures?

Research topic 3: Informal settlements andinsurgent planning

Alternative approachesto urban planning are actively shapingurbanspace, and indoing sothey
find themselvesin a conflictualrelationship with conventional planning. Theyraise questions
abouttheintegration andinteraction of these approacheswithformal planningand emphasize
theimportance of participationand conflictin urban planning processes.The consideration of
alternative planning highlights the diversity of approachestothe designand development of
urban spaces.Thisraisespotentialquestions:

o Whatopportunities arise for traditional planning throughthe integration of alternative
approaches?

e Towhatextentcan traditionalplanningtake up and furtherdevelop already lived (informal)
spatial productions?
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Dr.-Ing. Katrin Gliemann katrin.gliemann@tu-dortmund.de

When supervising theses, myrange of topics is broad - with a particularinterestin topics with a
socio-spatial orientation. | am particularly keen on a carefulmethodological approach - herel
can provide advisorysupportif needed. Inmyresearch, | have dealt with the development of
immigrant neighborhoods, intercultural participation, digitalization, real lab approachesand
biographical research.lamcurrentlyworkingon aproject on translocal migrationand climate
changeimpacts inWest Africa.

Research topic 1: Migration and urban development

Citiescameintobeingthrough migration, andcities are continuously changing through
migration. The professional discussion is often normatively charged and even plannersare not
immune to stereotyping and othering. Reflective and criticalapproachesare therefore
particularlyimportantin this thematicfield. Possible topics are:

e Howcan planningbettertakeintoaccountthe heterogeneity of residents withan immigration
history?

e Whatroledopeoplewith amigration history playin urbantransformation processes?

e Howdo differentcountries deal with the issue of socio-spatial segregation?

Research topic 2: The role of animals in planning

Animalshelters, riding stables,dog runs, slaughterhouses, petting zoos or animal cemeteries...
Everywherein citiesthere are areas dedicatedto animals. Inaddition, thereare wild animalsin
even greater numbers: thosethat have always beenin cities,suchasrats or pigeons, andthose
thatin recenttimes haveincreasingly found better living conditionsin the citythanin the agro-
industrialized rural area, such as foxes or raccoons.In the planning discourse, however,animals
hardly playarole as urban actors. Possible topics are:

e Which points of contactwithanimalsdo plannershavein their professional practiceand
which strategies dotheyuse?

e Howhastheassessmentofanimalsin planning changed over time, for example due tonew
laws and procedures?

e Shouldanimalsalsobegranteda"righttothecity"?

Research topic 3: New (empirical) approachesin planningresearch

The methodologicalspectrumof manythesesis clear: mappings, expertinterviewsand/oronline
surveys. Since every choice of method also affectsthe nature of the results, previously little-
tested methods can bring new perspectiveson the researchobjecttolight. Possible topics are:

o Whatdonarratives havetodowith spatialplanning?

e Howcanthelifestories of urban dwellers be usedin planning?

e Howdoesthe gained knowledge aboutaresearch object differ when two (or more) empirical
methods with different logic are used?
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Moritz Kasper, M.Sc. moritzkasper@tu-dortmund.de

| amhappytosupervisethesesin Germanor Englishthat combine theoreticaland empirical
material and provide an outlook on howthe gained knowledge can be usedforurbandesign,
urban planning, or urban governance/activism. In myown research, | deal withheterogeneous,
sociotechnicalinfrastructures of everydayurbanlife, particularly water and electricity supplyin
Nairobi, Kenya. Thematically, | like to supervisework on cities/phenomena of the global south as
well as on various infrastructures, everyday practices, everyday urbanismand creative/ cultural
scenes.

Research topic 1: Heterogeneous infrastructures

Theimportance of infrastructures and basicservices for urban life is well known. Accordingtoa
“western” understanding,these are mostly centralized, universally available, and homogeneous
infrastructures, e.g. water and electricity grids. In many placesin the global south, however,
such infrastructuresare very heterogeneous,i.e. thereare different, often overlappingsupply
options. Questionson thistopiccouldbe:

o Whatistherelationship between heterogeneityand equity/equalityin supply/ service?

e What positive characteristics(e.g. increased resilience?) can be attributed to heterogeneous
infrastructures?

e Howisinfrastructural heterogeneity reflectedin cities of the global north?

Research topic 2: Storage

The storage of all kinds of material and immaterial resources (water, electricity, data, food, etc.)
is often as important for the functioning of cities and regionsas their actual distributionand
circulation. People and institutions'store' suchresources with different containers and
practices and at different levels.Questionson thistopiccouldbe:

e Howandwhydohouseholds(in the global south)'store' water and/or electricity?

e Whatroledoes energy storage (e.g. batteries) playin the transitionto sustainable energy
systems and/or e-mobility?

e Whatroledo'self-storage'servicesplayin urban spaceand life?

Research topic 3: Urban rhythmsand temporalities

While urban life and our disciplines (spatial planning,urban studies, ...) are primarily understood
through spatial perspectives, the temporal dimensionis at least as importantafactorin
structuringcities and regions. In everyday lifeand beyond, urban rhythms, specificevents and
othertemporalitiesdetermine how, where, and when space and itsinfrastructuresare used and
produced;andviceversa. Questions on thistopiccouldbe:

o Whatrhythms determine urban everyday life? How are these reflected inspace?

e Howdotheuseand/oratmospheres of spaces change over time (e.g. day/night,
summer/winter,?)
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Dorcas Nyamai, M.Sc. dorcas.nyamai@tu-dortmund.de

I amwillingtosupervise Master’s theses in Englishthat broadlytouchon urbandevelopment
and planning particularlyin citiesin the global south. Myresearch interestsare related totopics
such as mobility, accessibility, spatial/social justice, infrastructure, urbandevelopmentand
associated subjects.

Research topic 1: Urban mobility and accessibility

The growth of cities and consequently, the clustering of opportunitiesand services makes the
accessibilityof individuals increasingly significant for inclusive urban development.There are
numerous innovations to mobility have taken placeintherecentdecadesthat have alteredthe
functioning of mobility systems. As the innovations continue to develop, they present mobility as
dynamic field of systemic unfolding. Planning for mobility, particularly sustainable mobility, is a
process thatrequiresconstant adjustment to understanding the diversity of individual mobility
behaviouramongcity inhabitants. To analyze these dynamics, anumberof questions can be
raised:

e Whatand how are the changing patterns of contemporary urban mobility?

e How can sustainable mobilitybe advanced inthe face of these changes?

e Howcancities plan forinclusive accessibilityand ‘just’ mobility systems?

o Whatroledotimeand spacedynamics playinthe advancement of sustainable mobility
practices?
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