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We supervise theses (in German and English) of Bachelor and Master students who are
interested in topics of urban change, planning, and governance as wellas mobility,
infrastructures, and housing.

The geographicalfocus is open. However, we are particularly happy to supervise work
that dealswith places in and/or issues from the global south.

Our interdisciplinary orientation enables and promotes the application of different
methods. Most theses at IPS combine theoretical and empirical material. However,
purely literature-based theses are also possible if new knowledge emergesfromthem.
Empirical material can also be obtained from secondary data and digital/virtual
interviews and does not necessarily require field research at home or abroad.

Funding opportunities for research stays

Unfortunately, we are not able to financially support student research stays. However,
in order to enable students to conduct field research abroad as part of their theses,
there are several external funding opportunities. Examples of a scholarship programme
and database are:

e Martin SchmeiBer Foundation'’
e DAAD Scholarship Database?

We are happy to support students in the application process and provide guidance. We
also advise you to contact the scholarship advisory service of the TU Dortmund
University3 at an early stage to discuss further funding options.

In the following, our staff members presenttheirown research foci and give concrete
suggestions for theses.

T Link: https://international.tu-dortmund.de/outgoings/abschlussarbeit/martin-schmeisser-stiftung
2 Link: www2.daad.de/deutsc hland/stipe ndium/date nbank/en/21148-stipendie ndatenbank
8 Link: https://international.tu-dortmund.de/outgoings/abschlussarbeit
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Prof. Dr. Sophie Schramm sophie.schramm@tu-dortmund.de

My research focuseson housing, urban planning and infrastructuresin cities of the global South.
| am particularlyinterested incomparative perspectivesacross the North-South divide. Anew
research interestis animalsinspatial planningwhichlstudyalsoinNortherncities.

Research topic 1: Animals as city-makers

Animals’rolesin, functions for,and relationswith urban planning are diverseand dynamic. While
animals find better livingconditionswithincitiesthan inmany rural areas, urban planning has
not paid much attention tothe variouswaysanimals make cities.

e Howdo animals makecities?

e Howdo urban planningand policy see, and engage with, these different ways of city-making
by animals?

e Howcould planningand policies betterrespond to animals making cities?

Research topic 2: Urban megaprojects

In Africaand Asia, urban development and planningare experiencing a boom: planned citiesand
satellite towns are springing up. In Indonesia, for example, acompletely newcapitalis being
plannedtoreplacethe congested Jakarta. The geographic focusof this work is open. Questions
mightbe:

o What models, ideas, andidealsof urbandevelopmentunderlie current megaprojects?
e Whoare the key actors driving these plans, whatis therole of spatial planning?

e Howdo planned citiesfitinto existing spatialstructures?

e Forwhomarethesecities planned, whoisleftout?

Research topic 3: Insurgent Planning

Insurgent Planning (IP) refers tointerventionsin the built environment by actors who are outside
traditional planning and often inconflict withit. This term thus expands traditional ideas of
planningtoinclude practicesthatare nottraditionally understoodto be part of planning.

e Howdo actors shape built space through IP practices?
e Howdo theselP practicesrelatetoformal planning?
e What new ways of dealingwith IP practices through formal planning are conceivable?

Research topic 4: Urban Co-Production

Co-productionreferstothejoint provisionof servicesby residentsand state actors. This can
involve the provisionof technical infrastructure services, such as water and wastewater
disposal, waste disposal orenergy supply,or also services inthe field of housing. Theconcept of
co-productionstems fromthe globalsouth, buthas nowspreadglobally and has also foundits
way intoplanning researchand practice.

e Howdo actors provide basicservices (housing, infrastructure)through co-production?

e Whatroledostateactors play?

o What new possibilities for city-making andinfrastructure and housing open upthroughco-
production, whatobstacles emerge andhow can they be dealt with?
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Research topic 5: Sponge City

While modernisturban planningideals, suchas the networked city, envisaged draining water
fromurban space as quicklyas possible, the ideal of the “sponge city” envisages storing
rainwater where it falls. Thus,variousenvironmental goals may be reached. Importantly, the risk
of flooding due tothe low absorptioncapacity of the soil, decreases. Theidealis widely
discussed,butwhataboutitsimplementation?

e Howdo citiesand communitiestry toimplement the ideal of the sponge city? Which
actors areinvolved, whichmeasures are planned orimplemented?

e Towhatextentdoestheideal change fundamental approaches to spatialand
infrastructure planning or to what extent dothey remainuntouched?

e Which projects are particularly noteworthy and why?

Research topic 6: Commercialization andlllegalization of HousingMarkets inthe Ruhr Area

In cities across the globe, housinghas become an importantinvestment vehicle. Related new
forms of housing commercialization transform urban housingmarkets and lead toincreasingly
intransparenthousing market pratices often borderingillegality.In Duisburg and othercitiesin
the Ruhrregion,overcrowded andrun-downapartments indicate opaque and illegal practices of
(sub)letting, which primarily affect lower-income people. Like other cities inthe Ruhr region, the
city of Duisburghas established a "Task Force for Problem Properties" (Task Force
Problemimmobilien) toidentify substandard housing and evict residents on shortnotice. Against
this backdrop, a master's thesiscould address, for example, the followingquestions:

e Whatsocio-spatial and political conditions contribute to the emergenceand
developmentofillegal housing practicesand strategies?

e Whatnew practices and strategiesprovide peoplewith access to housing?

e Howdo these practicesand strategiesinteract with existing lawsand housingpolicies?

e Howdo these practicesand strategiesinteract with existing lawsand housingpolicies?

e Whatroledomarginalizedgroups playinthese markets—bothas victimsand as active
participants?

e Howdourbanauthorities design,address, andcombatillegal housing practicesand
strategies?
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Dr. Raffael Beier raffacl.beier@tu-dortmund.de

| supervisethesesin Englishand Germanthatare based on the topics of my own research,
especiallyinrelation toissuesof housing, urbaninequalities, displacement,and resettlement as
well as urban segregation, stigmatization,and image construction. Although my own researchis
largely related tocitiesin the globalsouth, | am open to exciting topicsin Europeancities -
especiallyif perspectivesand theoriesfromthe global south are usedfor thispurpose.lam
happy toadvice on theidentification of topics.

Research topic 1: Large-scale housing programs and resettlements

Large-scale housing programs have regained importance since the turn of the millennium to
fightinformalhousing, andtheyare often the drivingforce behind relocations and the founding
of new cities. | am particularlyinterestedin perspectives of people who move (or are moved) into,
livein, or move out of state-subsidized housing. Questions might be:

e Towhatextentdohousing programs contribute toimproving the housingconditions of
marginalized groups?

e Howdoresidentsadapttostandardized and peripheral housing?

e Wheredoresidentsmove on towhen they leave subsidized housing?

Research topic 2: Urban inequalities, migration,and displacement

Itis becomingincreasingly difficult for marginalized population groups to settle permanentlyin
one place. Reasons for this are the disproportionately high increase in housing costscompared
to wages, urban redevelopment measuresthat lead to gentrification and displacement, and
informal, temporaryand flexible employment relationships. In the case of migrants, racist
discrimination may also play acrucial role. However,the consequencesin relation tothe
residential location choices of those affected have notyetbeen adequately researched. In
particular,the following questionsneed to be addressed:

« Wheredodisplacedresidents movetoand why and how dothey experience displacement?

» Howdo migrants find affordable and tenure securehousing? Which strategies dothey
employ?

« How candisplacement be effectively prevented?

Research topic 3: Stigmatization, image, and segregation

The stigmatization of socio-spatially highly segregated neighborhoodsand its consequencesis a
well-known phenomenon, whichneedsto be researched more intensively, especially fromthe
perspective of residents andin the global south. The following questionscould be addressed:

e How does stigmatization affect housinglocationchoices?

e How are stigmatizingstereotypes reproduced on an everyday level and how do social media
play arolein this?

e Towhatextentdo postcolonial hierarchiescontribute to stigmatization?
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Simon Bohlen, M.Sc. bohlen.simon@tu-dortmund.de

| am pleased to offer supervisionfor thesesin both Germanand English,whether theyalignwith
my research interests or explore topics beyondthem. My primary researchfocus revolves around
the nexus between heterogeneous water infrastructures, socio-political processes and power
asymmetries..lamhappy toassistyouin developing a potential research question.

Research topic 1: Segregation and State-led Gentrification

Socially mixedneighborhoodsrepresentasignificantand widely pursued planning and policy
objectivein numerousWestern Europeanand North American countries. Nonetheless,are there
inherent negative consequences associatedwiththis ideal? The pursuit of social mixing within
the existing housing stockoften intertwineswiththe displacement of the primaryresidents
intendedforintegration. Moreresearchis needed on the effectsand extent of state-led
gentrification.

o Whatroledoes the state play in gentrification management?
e Issocial mixingan appropriate idealto mitigate social disadvantage?
o Whatistherelationshipbetween buildingupgradesand displacement?

Research topic 2: Heterogeneous infrastructures

Inthe global South, butnotexclusively there, urban infrastructures are characterized by
heterogeneityand the presence of overlapping systems, andthusdo notconformtothe
hegemonic concept of universal and homogeneousinfrastructures. Infrastructures,beyond the
network, were often viewed through a lens of deficiency or the need forimprovement. However,
contemporary research takesadifferent perspective,contendingthatitis preciselythis
diversity withininfrastructures thatcreates spaces of possibilityandresilience. Analyzing urban
infrastructuresreveals power dynamicsand urbaninequality. This prompts questions such as:

¢ Whatspecificmechanisms andinteractionsenable heterogeneousurbaninfrastructuresto
function?

e What political,economic, andsocialfactors influencethe recognition and regulation of
heterogeneousinfrastructures?

e Towhatextentdoes political power result fromthe provisionof infrastructures?

Research topic 3: Informal settlements and insurgent planning

Alternative approachestourban planning are actively shapingurbanspace, and indoing sothey
find themselvesin aconflictualrelationship with conventional planning. They raise questions
abouttheintegration andinteraction of these approacheswithformal planningand emphasize
theimportance of participationand conflictin urban planning processes. The consideration of
alternative planning highlights the diversity of approachestothe designand development of
urban spaces.Thisraisespotentialquestions:

¢ Whatopportunities arise for traditional planning through the integration of alternative
approaches?

e Towhatextentcan traditionalplanningtake up and furtherdevelop already lived (informal)
spatial productions?
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Dr.-Ing. Katrin Gliemann katrin.gliemann@tu-dortmund.de

In supervising theses, | offerawide range of topics with a particularinterestintopics witha
socio-spatial focus. | consider adiligent methodologicalapproachtobevery importantand I can
provide adviceon thisif needed. My research todate has included, amongother things,
immigrant neighborhoods, participation, real-world laboratories, biographical research,and the
nexus of climate change and migration in West Africa.

Research topic 1: Migration and urban development

Cities cameintobeingthrough migration, and cities are continuously changing through
migration. The professional discussion is often normatively charged and even plannersare not
immune to stereotyping and othering. Reflective andcriticalapproachesare therefore
particularly importantin this thematicfield. Possible topics are:

e Howcan planningbettertakeintoaccount the heterogeneity of residents withan immigration
history?

e Whatroledopeoplewith amigration history playinurbantransformation processes?

e Howdo differentcountries deal with the issue of socio-spatial segregation?

Research topic 2: The role of animals in planning

Animalshelters, riding stables,dog runs, slaughterhouses, petting zoos oranimal cemeteries ...
Everywherein citiesthere are areas dedicatedtoanimals. Inaddition, there are wild animalsin
even greater numbers: those that have alwaysbeenin cities,suchas rats or pigeons, andthose
thatin recenttimes haveincreasingly found better living conditionsin the citythanin the agro-
industrialized rural area, such as foxesorraccoons.In the planning discourse, however,animals
hardly play arole as urban actors. Possible topics are:

e Which points of contactwithanimalsdo plannershavein their professional practiceand
which strategies dotheyuse?

e Howhastheassessmentofanimalsin planningchangedovertime, forexampleduetonew
laws and procedures?

e Shouldanimalsalsobegranteda"righttothe city"?

Research topic 3:Inclusion and exclusion processesin space

Planners often emphasize that they plan "for everyone",and at the same time many urban
spaces and resources are designated as "public". However,accesstothemis by nomeans
equally open toallurbanusers. People withvisibleand non-visible disabilitiesencounter spatial
barriers toaccess, certain segmentsof the housing market remainclosedtothe socially
disadvantaged, andhomeless people are actively evictedin manyplaces - toname justafew
examples. | supervisethesesthat deal withthis range of topics, thatinvestigate barriersto
access and mechanisms of exclusion, but alsoforms of appropriationand waysof inclusion. This
can bedoneon the basis of aselected grouporacross groups, as aspatial casestudy or
(possiblyinternational) comparative study, and can be researched using different
methodologicalapproaches.
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Dr. D. Nthoki Nyamai dorcas.nyamai@tu-dortmund.de

| amwillingtosuperviseMaster’s theses in Englishthat broadlytouchon urban growth, urban
governance and planningparticularlyincities in theglobal south. My researchinterests are
related totopics suchas sustainable mobility, accessibility, informal settlementsand
spatial/social justice.

Research topic 1: Sustainable mobilityand accessibility

There are numerous innovationsto mobility have taken placeintherecentdecades that have
altered the functioning of mobility systems.As theinnovationscontinue to develop,theypresent
mobility as dynamic field of systemicunfolding. Planning for mobility, particularly sustainable
mobility, isa process that requires constant adjustment to understanding the diversity of
individualmobility behaviour and alternatives to automobility. To analyze these dynamics, a
number of questionscan beraised:

e Whatand how arethe changing patterns of contemporary urban mobility?

e How can sustainable mobilitybe advanced inthe face of these changes?

e Howcancities plan forinclusive accessibilityand ‘just’ mobility systems?

e Whatrole dotimeand space dynamics playinthe advancement of sustainable mobility
practices?

Research topic 2: Informal growth

Justice as a concept, idea, theory, experienceor as depicted in other iterations, is subject to
continuous investigation within scholarly circles, political discourses of urban governance and
planning, and diverse socio-cultural constellations. This dynamic exploration has given rise to
various ontologies of justice. Across different societies, cultures, historical epochs, political
landscapes, academic disciplines and philosophical paradigms, distinct interpretations of justice
have emerged, often revealing points of convergence and intersection. It is within the urban
architecture, zoning regulations, and urban development initiatives that the philosophical
debates on justice are expressed in spatial planning. Space, and the way it is configured plays a
pivotal role in shapingthe way people perceive, interact in and navigate their surroundings. This
influences socialinteractions, access to resources and the overall quality of life for individuals,
meaning that the synergies between justice and spatial planning manifest in the streets and
neighbourhoods — everyday spaces — where people interactandreside.

e Howdospatialinjustices manifestincitiesandwhat are the underlying dynamics shaping
these manifestations?

e How mightthe conceptofspatialjustice be operationalized to address challengesand
improve equityin urban areas?
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